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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

 

Here we are – halfway through the second semester, and while April has been a cool month, we 

know it will soon start to get warmer, and before we know it, it will be June.   

 

As always, we have had a very busy year with lots of events and activities to keep everyone busy.  

Since the last Cattails our students have been very involved in school life, through dances, field 

trips, sports and clubs.  Trips to Ecuador to help build a school through Me to We, and to France 

to visit Vimy Ridge, along with our 3
rd

 annual leadership camp and the 2
nd

 annual Cam Harvey 

Memorial Rugby tournament are just a few of the big events so far this semester.  Students at 

grades 9, 10, and 11 have made their course selections for next year and we are busy planning for 

the fall.  We continue to grow and improve, including having converted our under-used 

greenhouse into a new fitness facility to support the Athletics program and the new Personal 

Fitness courses.   

 

For those parents with graduating students, please be sure to keep the afternoon of Friday, June 

29
th

 open on your schedule so that you can attend the Commencement, honouring our graduating 



Class of 2012.  The commencement ceremony is the school’s celebration for our graduating 

students and we are looking forward to hosting a memorable event for our students and their 

families.  As noted in earlier communications, parents should note that with the large graduating 

class, the number of guests for each graduate will be limited to a maximum of two.  A “Cap and 

Gown” form should have come home with your child recently.  If you did not receive this or want 

more information, please call us at 613-832-2773. 

 

Another important note to parents of graduating students is to be aware that while students 

frequently plan additional events of their own to celebrate, such as a dinner-dance, a boat trip, 

etc., these events are planned by the students and are not school events and as such are not 

monitored nor supervised by staff.  If your student is graduating and planning to attend such an 

event, please take the time to talk with him or her about the event and how to be safe while 

celebrating.   

 

Please take note of the school calendar of events in this edition of Cattails and particularly of the 

dates for exams.  The schedule for exams will be posted on our website by the week of May 14
th

.  

As noted in the course information letters given to the students at the start of the semester to be 

brought home for your signature, attendance at summatives and exams is compulsory.   No 

accommodations can be made for travel or other family activities and absence is excused only for 

serious medical reasons, requiring a medical certificate, or other exceptional circumstances as 

approved by the Principal. 

 

I’d like to say a special thank you to our School Council who has been so supportive of our staff 

and students.  Council continues their long tradition of support through partnering with us for 

events, keeping parents informed through emails and meetings, providing financial support for 

student events and groups and by representing us at area and regional meetings.  Our school is a 

better place because of the strong partnership between West Carleton Secondary School and our 

School Council.   

 

As we see the year rapidly drawing to a close, I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank all our 

parents for everything you do for your kids and for our school.  Your tutoring, chauffeuring, 

fundraising, coaching, supervising, organizing and supporting go beyond helping your own 

student and make West Carleton a better place for all of us.  Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Colin Anderson 

Principal 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Upcoming Musical Theatre Production 

 

 
 

June 6,7,8,9 at 7:00pm at WCSS 

 

Tickets on Sale NOW for $10 

Call (613) 832-2773   (x 400) to reserve. 
Tickets are also sold and for pickup in the  

Main office from 8-3pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUCCESS IN CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION 
 

Ramona Filip is a grade 11 student at West Carleton who is signed up for the Co-operative Education 
program with the hopes of gaining some experience in the field of veterinary sciences prior to applying to 
university in her grade 12 year.  She is an example of one of our many successful coop students.  Here is 
her success story: 

I started my co-op 

experience on February 2012 

at the March Road Veterinary 

Hospital where I learned a lot 

about the career that I wanted 

and about myself. First, I met 

a lot of people who showed 

me enthusiasm and 

generosity. They taught me 

how to carefully handle 

animals, understand their 

behaviours, and check for 

any symptoms. They also 

guided me through every step and believed in me. This placement allowed me to assist with 

different procedures, watch surgeries, learn about diseases and their possible cures and even 

develop radiographies. I also learned how every position is important to the clinic, from the 

veterinary assistants and receptionists that book appointments, to the veterinarians that perform 

the surgeries and educate the owners. It made me realize how much people love their pets and 

how I enjoyed helping them.  

 

One of the reasons I consider my experience successful is how it opened my eyes and 

made me even more passionate about working with people and animals. It gave me the 

determination to expand my knowledge in university and work harder for my marks in the hopes 

that I will achieve my goal to work in an animal-related field. By doing  co-operative education I 

also gained skills which will later be useful for work and will allow me better chances at getting 

into the right school for me. The whole experience made me a more responsible and organized 

person; I learned to manage time and treat the patients and owners with respect as some cases 

were more sensitive. Watching the veterinary technicians working instilled the habit to check my 

neighbours’ dogs’ teeth and ears. I have enjoyed many good moments and I integrated very easily 

into the clinic’s “family”. Lastly, if any job offers present themselves I will gladly accept and 

continue working for the hospital because it is a very good opportunity to learn more and it is 

worth the work. 

 

Ramona Filip 

 

 

 

 



WEST CARLETON SECONDARY SCHOOL COOP 

  
 
Co-op is the greatest!  I am on my second Coop term as a West Carleton Secondary School 

student and I believe that Coop really benefits the students by helping them decide, through actual 

experience, what they enjoy in a job and maybe what is not ideal for them.  

Grade 11 was my first work placement.   I chose a Humane Society, because I knew I loved 

animals.  I was caring for all kinds of animals assisting with their basic care and in their social 

development.   It was difficult emotionally because of the attachment you get when you are caring 

for the animals’ needs.  When an animal had to be euthanized due to illness it was emotionally 

exhausting.  

  

Grade 12 and my second Coop placement, I had chosen to work at an animal groomer’s.  I am 

currently working all day Tuesdays to Fridays with a team of three other women.  I wash all sizes 

of dogs, and cats, brush out matted fur and assist the groomers with troublesome animals to 

ensure everyone’s safety.   In this position I have also been given the added responsibility of 

office duties, pulling the day’s appointments and filing the cards when completed.   On an 

average day my coop place of work handles 18 dogs with the occasional walk-in nail trimming, 

and feet trimming request.  

  

I have applied and been accepted by St. Lawrence College to study for Veterinary Assistant.  

During their Open House, they mentioned the curriculum contains a mandatory coop at the 

Humane Society as well as running the college Grooming Spa, which books only 10 dogs a day.  

Since I have worked through the coop program at a Humane Society and a fast-paced grooming 

spa I feel very prepared for my college experience.  

 

I would highly recommend the coop program to any student who is uncertain about what they 

want.  Coop has definitely assisted me in my career path to animal care and my happiness.  Thank 

you for providing this fantastic experience.   

 

Brianna Cowtan 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT SERVICES 

 

Commencement: 

 

Commencement for graduating students takes place on Friday, June 29, 2012 at 1:30 p.m.  

Invitations will be sent out in late May. 

 

Employment/Volunteer Opportunities: 

 

Students are reminded that volunteer and employment opportunities continue to be posted on the 

Student Services bulletin board and in the binders in Student Services.   Interested students should 

check the bulletin board often for new postings.  

 

Graduating students must have their 40 hours of community service completed in order to 

graduate and participate in commencement.  These students must have their signed community 

service forms into the main office by May 18 or have made specific arrangements with Student 

Services.   

Students in all grades are encouraged to complete this requirement early to avoid the rush in their 

final year. 

 

 

Important Information for all students: 

 

As of the 2011-2012 school year, West Carleton Secondary School is no longer compiling 

community service hours above the required 40 hours.  It is suggested that students track their 

own hours above the requirement and then they will be given the opportunity to self-nominate for 

commencement awards and scholarships where community involvement is a criteria. 

 

Summer School: 

 

Information on summer school with the OCDSB is now available in Student Services as well as 

the registration forms. Both make-up and reach ahead courses will be offered at select locations 

running from Wednesday, July 4 to Friday, July 27.  Registration for reach ahead and pre-

registration for make-up classes runs May 1 to June 8 at 440 Albert St. and on either May 15 or 

May 16 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm at the high school site of your requested course.  Online 

registration is also available.  Please see your guidance counsellor for more information.  Final 

registration (for students not already pre-registered) for make-up classes only is June 27 from 

9:00 am until 4:30 pm and on June 28 from 9:00 am to 7:30 pm at 440 Albert St.  Registration for 

Summer Cooperative Education courses run from May 1 to June 1 at select times.  Check the 

application for specific dates, times and locations. 

Limited online reach ahead courses are also available with registration taking place at 440 Albert 

St. from May 1 to June 8 and through online registration. 

 



Full details including course offerings, program information and cost can be found on the website 

at  www.ocdsb.ca/continuweb.ca   then click on Summer School (Credit Program). 

 

Interested students should make an appointment to obtain a registration form and/or 

authorization from their guidance counsellor after May 1 as registrations will not be 

processed without the approval of the home school. 

 

 

 

OCAS/OUAC 

 

Midterm marks are electronically transmitted to OUAC and OCAS by month end.   It is highly 

recommended that OUAC applicants log onto “Review and Change Your Completed 

Application” and OCAS applicants check their application transcript area in early May to verify 

academic information.  Please notify guidance immediately of any errors or omissions. 

 

Enrichment Programs: 

 

West Carleton Secondary School along with the OCDSB and local post secondary institutions are 

pleased to be able to offer a selection of enrichment opportunities to our students.  Various 

programs target different segments of the student population in order to educate, encourage and 

enhance.  Programs are held primarily during the months of April and May and registration for 

most programs this year is complete.  

 

Grade 11 College Panel 

On Wednesday, March 28, Fleming, St Lawrence and Algonquin colleges presented information 

to many of our grade 11 students in the Library at West.  Topics included college programs and 

services, differences between college and university, the application process, program pathways 

and a brief overview of each school.  After the 45 minute presentation, students were given the 

opportunity to approach the 3 booths set up by the colleges to ask specific questions.  Feedback 

from staff and students was very positive.  We hope to host a similar event next year as providing 

this information in grade 11 will go a long way in smoothing the transition to post-secondary 

studies. 

In addition, guidance cousellors have been busy meeting with our grade 11 students to review 

post secondary pathways and grade 12 course selection.    

 

Mission Employable 

A number of students, along with Mr. McDougall, recently attended this highly successful forum 

for grade 11 students.  The 1 day event highlights school to work opportunities.  Students are 

provided with an opportunity to speak with local employers about their companies and the skills 

required to successfully transition from school to employment.   

 

 

 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/continuweb.ca


Algonquin Connections 

The objectives of this 1 day event for grade 10 and 11 students are to encourage continuation of 

secondary and post-secondary education and to build awareness of career training opportunities 

available through community college courses.  Twenty-two different workshops representing 

college programs from Architectural/Civil Technology to Veterinary Technician are participating.  

Algonquin Connections takes place this year on May 2. 

 

Enrichment Mini Courses 

Students enrolled in this alternate learning experience for students in grades 7 to 11 are given the 

opportunity to study an area of their choice at either Carleton University or the University of 

Ottawa for an entire week from May 7 to 11.  Areas of study include literature, film, music, 

sociology, mathematics, law, world affairs and computer science.  

 

Carleton U Experience 

Designed for the university bound, CUE introduces promising grade 10 students to university life.  

Students listen to various academic lectures and a keynote address.  CUE takes place this year on 

May 8. 

 

 

 

******************************************************************** 

Homework Requests 

 

Each year a number of requests are made for homework to be sent home for absent students.    

We attempt to fill these requests based on the following criteria: 

 The absence will be for 3 or more days 

  A minimum of 24 hours notice is given  

******************************************************************** 

 

 

 

Grade 10 Careers Field Trip 

 

 

On May 15th, all grade 10 students will be travelling to Alqonguin College and Carleton 

University for a first hand, guided tour of each campus. Students will tour facilities, view student 

life, and be given the opportunity to ask questions regarding college and university life, and 

experience the difference between the two. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCIENCE 

 

 

Huntsman Marine Science Centre – Grade 12 Biology Excursion! 

 

 

Those registered in SBI 4U for the 2012-2013 school year, please read on… 

In late September/early October 2012, many students registered in SBI4U (either semester) will 

have an opportunity to travel to St. Andrews, New Brunswick for a week of education and 

adventure  -studying and exploring marine ecosystems!   Huntsman Marine Science Centre is a 

wonderful facility - providing the perfect location and equipment to study echinoderms, algae and 

large marine organisms.  The trip itinerary consists of several amazing activities - from studying 

the tides of the Bay of Fundy, digging through tide pools in search of sea worms, sea stars and 

crabs, & sampling dulse, to WHALE watching!   These activities are just a sample of the 

Huntsman trip itinerary. Future SBI4U students are encouraged to participate in this incredible 

experience!   Please see Mrs. Haggerty for more information and be sure to listen to 

announcements. 

 

 

   

                        
 
 

 

 

 

West Carleton Hits France! 
 

On March 31
st
, 34 excited students and six equally excited staff met at the Ottawa train 

station to begin the long journey to Paris. For most of our students this trip would be their first 

time in Europe and, in many cases, it marked the culmination of lots of overtime at work!  

 



On arrival in Paris we were met by our flamboyant guide, Philippe, and we set off 

immediately for Vimy. For the first two days of our stay, we focused on World War One, and we 

were treated to seeing the Vimy memorial against the backdrop of a bright blue sky.  It was quite 

overwhelming.  We also explored the Wellington tunnels where 25,000 allied soldiers were 

housed just meters from the enemy line during this war. 

 

 The weather continued to cooperate during our walking tour of Paris.  We covered a great 

deal of ground and took in the Eiffel tower, Arc de Triomphe, Place de Concorde, Notre Dame, as 

well as many other landmarks. A city is far better observed by foot.  

 

 Next, we visited the medieval walled port of San Malo, which was a highlight for many 

students.  As well as being the birthplace of Jacques Cartier, the city was notorious as the home of 

French privateers (pirates!).  

  

On our return to Paris, we visited two spectacular Renaissance chateaus in the Loire 

region.  These fairytale castles gave the students a real insight into the extravagance of the French 

court.  As one of the students pointed out, it was not a huge surprise that the country erupted into 

revolution. 

So memorials, castles, churches, pirates – I don’t think we could possibly have fit 

anything else in! 

 

 All in all, a very memorable trip. 

 

Victoria Matthews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 2011-2012 

 

 

 

April 2012 

 

20   Report Cards Issued 

27   PA Day 

30   Last Day to Drop Course/Change Course 

 

 

May 2012 

 

3-6   Band Trip to Boston 

16   Parent Council  6:30 p.m. 

18   Tournament of Champions 

21   Victoria Day 

25   Sundae Party 

29-30   Dance Show  7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

June 2012 

 

6-9   Musical Theatre –“Legally Blonde” – 7:00 p.m. 

7   Coop Employer Appreciation Breakfast  8:00-9:30 a.m. 

12   Athletic Banquet  6:30-9:00 p.m. 

13   Music Night  7:00 p.m. 

14   Senior Dance Show 

19   Graduate Breakfast  7:00-8:00 a.m. 

20-26   Final Exams 

27-29   PA Day 

29    Commencement  1:30 p.m. 


